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Grant Awards for Vermont Co-ops Suffering Losses from Hurricane Irene Flash flooding
Washington, D.C. — To assist with the recovery from the devastation that was experienced by cooperatives throughout New England, the Cooperative Development Foundation (CDF) today announced the first three grant awards from its Hurricane Irene Cooperative Recovery Fund.  Three Vermont cooperatives will each receive $5,000 grants to cover some of their losses:  the Brattleboro Food Co-op; Deep Root Organic Co-op, a 14 member farm cooperative based in Johnson; and Arethusa Farm, a worker owned organic farmer co-op in Burlington.  In addition to being co-ops, both Deep Root and Arethusa Farm are among the family farms that the food co-op sector relies on for healthy, local foods.
“This is all about commitment to community and cooperation among co-ops, especially in a time of need” said Liz Bailey, CDF Executive Director, “and we’re delighted to be the facilitator.  Every time there is a disaster, CDF establishes a fundraising campaign to assist cooperatives in the affected area and the response from the cooperative community is inspiring.  We thank the National Cooperative Bank (NCB) and the National Cooperative Grocers Association (NCGA) for their $5,000 contributions that served as seed money for this Fund and we thank co-ops nationwide and the hundreds of individuals who make personal contributions this Fund.” 
“It’s the core Co-op Principles in action and the response from grant recipients reflects the special bond that unites the cooperative community,” Bailey said, as she shared statements from these most recent recipients: 

· “It has been a boost of hope and confidence at a time when it is easy to feel disillusioned by the regular challenges of farming.  We are grateful for the support and knowing we are part of the cooperative movement that is larger than our farm.”  Thomas Case, Arethusa Farms, Burlington, VT
· “It is often easy to feel alone in these circumstances, but the support and solidarity we have been shown from other co-ops has really reinforced the expression of cooperation.  The grant…will help ensure that Deep Root will carry on into the future, supporting our members and providing healthy, organic food to people in our region.”  Tony Mirisciotta, General Manager, Deep Root Organic Co-op, Johnson, VT
· “The impact goes well beyond the monetary value of the funds.  It has been a trying time for us, and this support demonstrates quite well the solidarity that we have assumed and worked for among our fellow and sister co-ops.”  Alex Gyori, General Manager, Brattleboro Food Co-op, Brattleboro, VT
Bailey stressed that this initiative was made possible by CDF’s partnership with several key cooperative development organizations in the New England area.  Major responsibility for outreach and review of grant applications has been handled by the Cooperative Fund of New England, the Neighboring Food Co-op Association, and the National Cooperative Grocers Association.  “CDF could not have made these grant awards in such a timely basis without the good work that was done by our partners on the ground where communities have been impacted,” Bailey said.
CDF is continuing to raise funds for the Hurricane Irene Cooperative Recovery Fund.  Donations can be made at the CDF website (www.cdf.coop) or through participating cooperatives around the country.  CDF collects no fees for any of its costs associated with this fundraising and, as a result, 100% of the funds raised will be available for the cooperatives and their members who need assistance.  The Cooperative Development Foundation is a nonprofit charitable organization that promotes community, economic and social development through cooperative enterprise (www.cdf.coop).  
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